Malignant melanoma in non-Caucasians: experience from Hawaii.
Data from the Hawaii Tumor Registry suggest that the incidence of melanoma in the non-Caucasian population of Hawaii is not substantially different from that of the remainder of the United States. Our experience indicates that melanoma in this population, although unusual, is not rare. Although lesions on the palms and soles are more common. as are subungal melanomas, primary tumors on other skin sites account for the majority of patients with cutaneous melanoma in the non-Caucasian population. The substantial difference in primary tumor thickness suggests the reported poorer outcomes for non-Caucasian patients with cutaneous melanoma may be explained, at least in part, by a delay in diagnosis. Given the evidence that preventive measures and educational efforts have dramatically impacted the diagnosis and outcome of melanoma patients, it is critical to recognize that similar efforts should be directed at the non-Caucasian population.